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Preface

In the postscript of the “Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS) 90" Anniversary Memorial Bulletin”, I have mentioned a Chinese
idiom “It Takes Ten years to grow a tree, and a hundred years to educate a man (Rome was not built in a day)” which could best describe
the motto of educators. LTS keeps up the spirit of educating persons in the journey of growing trees. LTS is still in the time of growing
trees while I am writing this preface, yet it enters into the years of educating persons when you read it. If the centenary anniversary is time

for harvest, how much do we “gain”?

From Shekow in Hubei Province, China to Tao Fung Shan in Hong Kong, from Tao Fung Shan to Pak Tin Village and back to
Tao Fung Shan again ... all that LTS has experienced throughout the century is the tremendous love and grace of God. As the Gospel
of John could not contain many other things that Jesus did, neither could this Hundred Years of Memories in LTS describe the complete
pilgrimage of our faith. Being a former student (1977 - 1983) and professor (since 1993 - now), I thought I knew a lot about LTS. Yet,
I found that I entered a “Time Tunnel” when I started the editorial work of Hundred Years of Memories in LTS; I am, as it were, a witness
of all those important moments, laughter and trivia. All these memories bring not merely comfort but enrich my life. Hundred Years of
Memories in LTS is a collection of real life stories, their witness of God in and through LTS — with laughters and tears, persistence and
retreat, desperate prayers and thanksgiving praise. When you read it, you will agree and praise: “How great is His Mercy”. God uses LTS
to teach and nourish servants of churches for China, Hong Kong and Asia as well as a platform of theological dialogues for Chinese and

Western churches. What we record in Hundred Years of Memories in LT is the stories of LTS — the life of LTS.
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Hundred Years of Memories in LTS is not a “Hundred Year History of LTS,” nor an academic publication.
It uses poems, rhymes, stories and photos to tell the history of LTS and it belongs to the family of LTS.
'The writers are students, co-workers, alumni, professors, former stafts and professors, etc. The writings
we received come not only from Hong Kong, but also from China, Southeast Asia and America, and even
include personal witnesses from the Shekow period. It is a special privilege to be able to participate in
the publication of Hundred Years of Memories in LTS, but the history of LTS should never be limited to
it. The new generation excels the old - all of you could be the writers of the next version! With Martin
Luther’s spirit of reformation, we ask God to prepare our many “next” generations so that we can continue

to compose such LTS stories.

Since it is hard to categorize the more than one hundred wonderful contributions received, we have
decided to arrange them in chronological order — first established in 1913 at Shekow in Hubei Province,
migration to Tao Fung Shan in Hong Kong due to the civil war in 1948, the period in Pak Tin Village in
Shatin from 1955 to 1992 and finally the relocation to Tao Fung Shan in 1992. My wholehearted thanks

to every writer, your contributions make the history of LTS come alive.

I wish to use our Seminary Hymn to conclude the Editorial and sincerely wish you could pray for LTS
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as you read:

Lyric by To Chi Pong; Translation by Valerie Peterson
Born of Lutheran faith and mission, You've led us to Tao Fong Shan.
Through a hundred years you've taught us, Now the Spirit sends us on.
Let us go as gospel servants, One in heart with love for all.

Giving our lives like our Savior, God has blessed us; God be praised.

Dear Lord, thank you for establishing and using LT'S, we pray for your continuous grace to guide LTS

in serving you and the world. Amen.

Pilgrim W.K. LO
Editor

December 2012, Hong Kong
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1931: LTS was established in Shekow, Hubei Province, China

1948: LTS moved to Tao Fung Shan in Hong Kong

1955-1992: From Tao Fung Shan to Pak Tin Village

1992 till now: LTS was back to Tao Fung Shan and is still there till now
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Two Presidents 2 Campuses

Wimon-Wipa Tanhasaitong
1994 Graduate of M.Div.

My wife and I have been serving the Lord since 1981. In 1989, we came to study at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary. During that time Dr. Andrew Hsiao was the President (Old campus at Pak Tin,
Tai Wai). We were planning to study Christian Education and Dr. Hsiao was an expert in this field, later
he came to give us an Entrance Exam in Thailand. It was an honor to welcome him. We spent our lives
learning from our professors, doing research in the library, and spending time in Hong Kong. Both local

and International students were blessed.

When graduated, we returned to serve God at our mother church in Bangkok. And in 1992, we
returned to continue our further study at New Campus (Tao Fong Shan). Later, Dr.Lam Tak Ho was our

president. 'This was counted that we are in the period of the 2 Presidents and 2 Campuses.

Campus life was not only defined as being a student. We had fellowship with other students and lived
together. When we arrived as new students, local students welcomed us very well. Every Sunday, they led
us to worship at different local churches throughout the semester. And many times, International students
had opportunities to travel to the sea, did many activities such as hiking and outing. Every morning on
the campus, we had an exercise and morning devotion together. During break of classes each day, we
played the shuttlecock and in the afternoon, we played table tennis and board games. There were good

relationship and love from God that refreshed us.
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Another impression was the International Student Exhibitions. Each country was provided a national
booth to present their cultures, showing Hymns books and Bibles. In addition, we prepared International
cuisine. For Thailand, we made Tom Yum Goong, which is a popular Thai dish throughout the world.
Also there was an International Prayer Day. It was a great memory for me as we began it with the
National Anthem before each prayer from each country such as Germany, Canada, USA, Norway, Nepel,

India, Burma, Cambodia, China, Taiwan, Thailand, etc.

We have studied in the two periods of two presidents. 'The instruction from Dr. Andrew Hsiao
impressed us in understanding the potential of each individual. Everyone had blessings from God which
are not the same. We all live to old age and will keep on learning. We will serve the Lord till old age and

having family that will abundantly serving the Lord as a great example for others.

President Dr. Lam Tak Ho also taught us to live humbly, caring for others, and willing to sacrifice
for others. Sometimes we must receive heavy load or the offense which is not the fault, but we accept
it because Christ is our example. Dr. Lam has taught us Christian Education in order to manage the

Church into prosperity in Christ.

Praise to the Lord, now we have established Love and Care Thai Ministry to proclaim the Gospel to

over 20 public schools and more than 10 villages in the Northeast of Thailand.
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Life at LTS, after LTS and with LTS

Solomon Wong Hon-fai
2001 Graduate of M.Div.
1997 Graudate of B.Th.

My student life at LTS was a rich and blessed journey of faith. It had not only shaped my life-
orientation but also changed my calling before God. With a Pentecostal background I came into contact
with Lutheran traditions for the first time when I began my study at LTS. I always remember the words
of Ms Mabel Wu (& Dr Pirkko Lehtio) at the beginning of my study that the heart of the seminary is the
chapel, the faculty and the library. So, in my years at LTS, I tried to saturate myself in these three areas

of a seminarian life.

The chapel of LTS is very beautiful. I came to love the liturgical worship at the chapel every day
during the semester ever since I began my study at LTS. I was impressed with the Eucharist, this was the
most solemn and joyous moment, as the ever renewing dynamics of the LTS life as a whole and my inner
spiritual life as well. I came to appreciate the beauty of liturgy and the symbolic reality pointing beyond.

I learnt Taizé songs at LTS, which have become a spiritual strength for me today.

In my first semester, a Norwegian N'T scholar, Dr Nils A. Rosaeg, inspired me to embark on the NT
journey. So I concentrated myself on taking more NT courses. The NT world was apparently opened to
me and I came to enjoy very much taking NT courses and doing quite well. In my third year I took the

opportunity to be an exchange student at the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary (PLTS) in California.
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As the dean of that time, Dr Craig Moran, said to me, ‘you need to speak English, pay the tickets yourself
and remember to come back!” I was in the US for the spring semester 1996. This experience widened my

horizons and also inspired me to further my study, if possible.

The faculty of LTS during my study years was not so strong as today. But the quality of it has never
been inadequate. I respected Dr Hsiao very much. His book on Christian education was/is a must. He had
put my birthday into his diary. Once President Jerry Schmalenburger asked me whom I admired most at
LTS, Dr Karl-Hermann Muehlhaus was my answer. President Jerry was not only the person who accepted
me as an exchange student during his presidency at PLTS, but also introduced me to Prof Dr Wolfgang
Stegemann at Augustana Hochschule in Bavaria (Germany), making it possible that I had finished my
doctorate in N'T under him. Every time when President Jerry and I met, whether in Germany or in HK,
we would have dinner and good sharing. President Jerry is really good at connecting people. With Dr
Muehlhaus and his family, we had even a deeper contact because we had been living together in a small
village, Neuendettelsau, for about three years. Later after they had moved to Munich, we saw one another

less but the relationship grows somehow even closer. He is still my most-admired teacher today.

Back in 1993, when I first entered LT'S, Dr Nicholas Tai, who would teach us OT, and Dr Pilgrim Lo,
who would teach us (i.e. 1997 BTh graduates) systematic or Lutheran theology, began to serve at LTS. It
seems to me/us to have a special relationship with them because we all started our new pages at LTS in
September 1993 (Dr Tai in October). As the last year of teaching of Dr Peter Li (by that time was Rev Li)
I was also privileged to be in his last course, Christian Faith. I was not raised as a Lutheran, yet I believe
I had received a good (Lutheran) foundation from him. I admire his openness to allow me as a daring

novice during this time to do a book report on John Macquarrie’s Principles of Christian Theology. Last but
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not least I must mention Rev Johannes Borgenvik (and his family) because he hosted Ackie and me at his

home during our getting-marry in Stavanger, Norway.

Two other former Deans I must mention. Dr Ted Zimmerman has helped me a lot along the road.
During my second-year study I asked him about the historicity of the Virgin Birth; during my early
stage of marriage, we came to him to ‘borrow his ears’; when I finished my dissertation, he proofread my
dissertation. Dr Zimmerman is an open, kind and friendly teacher. Also, Dr Simon Chow, the present
President of LTS, under whose supervision I finished my MDiv thesis. He has shown me an example of

being a first-rate HK-Chinese N'T scholar and pastor!

LTS is not just a place to learn, it is also a place to meet people and to share life. I am very grateful
that I had a very good campus life at LTS with a group of good friends. As I was elected two times as
the Student Association committee member, I had also the opportunity to work closely with other fellow
students to serve the school and students. Although today we have all left LTS and serve or work in
different sectors, we all share good memories of our life at LTS, the dormitory, the LTS outing, informal
prayer meeting, etc. These were such wonderful experiences for me, making my seminarian life very
colourful! The greatest surprise for me was still to come. I met my wife, Ackie Cheung, during my third-
year study, which has definitely changed my life-path. God has made it for me: a-single-person-come-
into-the-LTS but a-couple-go-out-of the-LTS!

LTS is on a journey of faith and is like a mother that bears many children who are on this journey too.
I am grateful to LTS for what she has given me and equipped me to go on this journey of God in this
end-time. May God keep LTS and bless her theological ministry until He comes.
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Teaching in LTS

Philip Q. Bauman
Former Director of LTS Relocation Project & D.Min.
1993-1999, Teaching RE & PI

My dear colleagues & students

My wife Marlene and I arrived in Hong Kong in August, 1966 as missionaries of The American
Lutheran Church which in 1988 became part of The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and served
until June 1999. In Hong Kong we were under the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong. Both
Marlene and I served on the Board of LTS during the 1970’s and 1980’s as representatives of the mission.

In 1986 I was invited to coordinate the fund raising for the LTS Relocation campaign. Mr. David
Taylor from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada came and gave a few months of his time and
wisdom to help with the corporate fund raising campaign which resulted in substantial funds being raised.
In 1989, in addition to fund raising, I was invited by Dr. Andrew Hsiao to become the Executive Director
of the LTS Relocation Campaign to replace Dr. Herb Schaefer. These were challenges I humbly accepted
realizing the responsibilities could only be completed with the help, strength and wisdom of God’s Holy

Spirit and total surrender to Jesus Christ.

We immediately began a prayer meeting every Friday afternoon for faculty, staff, students and
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anyone who would like to join us. Numerous obstacles were faced and one by one were committed to
the Lord in prayer who graciously answered each and every one. Our new campus is a testimony of his
wonder working powers. Trees were a major problem that almost prevented the plans to go forward. One
government department would rule one way and another would rule in an opposing way concerning the
road that must be built. Various departments had their own ideas of what could or couldn’t be done. I
remembered vividly one tree named T8 which stood majestically right where the chapel was to be built
and the government landscape architect refused permission to cut it down. We finally were able to gather
together representatives from six different government departments to discuss our plans and finally come

to an agreement on a solution that met everyone’s conditions.

We worked very closely with our main architect, Ms. Helena To, with meetings often several times
a week to work out problems and make decisions that everyone could accept. I have always been grateful
for the cooperation of Dr. Andrew Hsaio and Rev. Peter Li Hung Piu, Assistant Executive Director, who
gave graciously of their time and wisdom throughout the building process when decisions were being
made daily on every aspect of the building process. The final campus as it now stands is truly a remarkable
accomplishment by a God who truly was concerned about every detail. All the thanks, praise and glory

go to God, the true building of the Lutheran Theological Seminary.

Another miracle concerning the LTS Relocation Campaign was the fund raising. The Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Hong Kong, the Chinese Rhenish Church, Norwegian Lutheran Mission, the Basil
Church together with the other Lutheran cooperating churches of LTS were instrumental in raising
large amounts of money locally. In addition, The Lutheran World Federation from member churches

around the world contributed generously to make the campus possible. The Lord provided all the money
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needed so that when the campus was completed, all the bills were paid and there was even enough money

remaining to be used for a maintenance fund.

When the campus was nearing completion, Dr. Hsiao and the LTS Board of Directors invited me to
present a proposal for a Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) Program. Between 1982 and 1987 I had completed
a Doctor of Ministry Program at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota with one year of residency
and the remaining years while serving in Hong Kong as the chaplain at the Kowloon and Yuen Long
Lutheran Middle Schools. In 1992 after consulting with many people both in Hong Kong and the United
States, a D. Min. proposal was presented and accepted by the LTS Board of Directors and the program
began in 1993 with 7 students. Today there are about 50 students in the program. Graduates from the
program are serving in churches not only in Hong Kong but in China, throughout Southeast Asia, India,

Europe, Canada and the United States.

During the years 1993 to 1999 in addition to teaching classes in the D. Min. program I also taught
classes in Homiletics (preaching), Gospel Centered Spirituality, and between 1997 and 1999 together
with my wife Marlene, courses on Christian Marriage and The Christian Family. During those two years
Marlene was appointed Director of Family Life on the campus and together we conducted small groups

of couples on marriage relationships.

God has mightily used the Lutheran Theological Seminary in building His Kingdom around the
world. 'We praise God for the opportunity we have had to be a small part of this ministry. We have
been richly blessed and our continuous prayers are with the faculty, staft, students and graduates as God

continues to use LTS as an important tool in building up the Body of Christ, His Church.
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My Experience of Different Languages at LTS

Ackie Cheung Chung-kwan
1999 graduare of B.Th.

The experience of different languages at LTS was an enriching bonus to my theology-student life.

My first campus work as a year-one-seminarian was assigned to be the translator for Dr Pirkko Lehtio.
I needed to translate the assignments given by her students to her and sometimes her class notes for her
students. The lesson I learnt from her was not in her class but in my job assignment given by her. I was
assigned to translate the mid-term examination papers of her students from Chinese to English. This is
where I first noticed that translation even from my mother tongue to English is not easy at all. It felt like
I was doing all the examination papers at one time! Also, it was hard for me to understand what students
sometimes meant, least to say finding words to translate that meaning! After the translation Dr Lehtio
would ask me a lot of questions. One question was how I distinguished between ‘believers’ and ‘Christians’
I was not aware of the differences between them if she did not ask and tell me. Certainly I was only
following the student who wrote in Chinese. I translated /S’ as ‘believer’ and ‘FE A as ‘Christian’
But it was in this translation assignment I came to know that Dr Lehtio’s attitude towards doing theology
was very serious and precise. She demanded her students to use words accurately and specifically. I've come
to realize that this was really good training to my learning of the theological language. The words behind

reflect indeed not only theological views but also the person of the theologian him/herself.

I still remember an incident about translation in a semester commencement camp at the Breakthrough
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centre. I was late for that camp so I missed the introduction part. There were some newcomers in the camp
but I did not know them. During the preaching of a sermon, a mid-aged westerner sat next to me but no
one translated for him. So I came to him and translated for him. Because I was not familiar with the Old
Testament names, I could tell the Chinese names of the main characters but not their names in English.
To my last resort I interpreted to him ‘these two characters were two brothers and one killed the other’.
Upon hearing this, he said to me, ‘oh, they were Abel and Cain, right?’ Yes, I replied! I felt relieved when
he had understood the translation. After the sermon we all had some games in the sport hall. I was with
him and others in a group. As I did not know him and thought he was a student, so I pushed him and hit
him on the shoulder to speed him up in the competition games. Only at the end of the camp, I was told
that he was a visiting professor from Norway. He was Prof. Dr. Ernst Baasland! With my running feet I
came to him to apologize for my ignorance. Fortunately, he was not offended by this ‘ignorant’ student
and I was later in his two classes: introduction to the OT and OT theology. I've definitely become more

alert to the newcoming westerners before I'd become naive again!

During my bachelor study at LTS, furthermore, I had the opportunity to be the interpreter of the chapel
time. I have always been amazed how the seminary has managed to provide synchronized translation for
different students of various language of origins! This facility of providing instant interpretation at the
chapel was a very wonderful and practical idea because it could enhance all participants to take part in the
service and lecture. Yet, I was still frightened when I was appointed to be those who help at the immediate
translation, from Cantonese, from Mandarin to English and vice versa, sitting at the glass-window box
at the back of the chapel, though I did want to take part in such a meaning service. Those translating/

interpreting moments were memorable. Sometimes, when some preachers, for example, Rev Patrick Chan
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quoted some Chinese poems in his sermon, I found my mind was trying to fix up the puzzle but my lips
could say nothing. Quickly I saw some non-Chinese faculty and students turned their heads to the studio
room, looking for some words from my mouth. “He was quoting a Chinese poem, which I, myself, can
hardly fully understand! I will try telling only the meaning of it only, sorry, please kindly ask him directly
afterwards,” I could only give a very brief summary of the poem which would reduce the elegant poetic-
scene (F%7=) to some simple statements. At other times, mostly when some preachers had talked about a
joke in their sermons, all the Chinese got the punch and they laughed — and “Me” too! Immediately, the
heads of some participants would turn to the studio again to wait for the translation. I said, “It was a joke!”
They nodded. When I retold the joke in English, these heads laughed. Of course, the preacher had already
moved forwards in his/her sermon. These chapel memories are unforgettable in my life! I've realized that

there is so much ahead that I'll need and I'd love to learn!

All these experiences had one thing in common: Language phenomenon at LTS! As an inclusive
learning place, the LTS has welcomed students and teachers of different countries, near and far. Such
diversity of language phenomenon at LTS taught me to listen and to respect those who speak a different
language other than mine, and I treasure very much the opportunity that we could come together on the
same journey! Although we speak different languages, one language that was spoken at LT'S joins us all

together. It was/is the language of faith.
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From A Former Short-term Teacher

Kenneth Dale
Visiting Lecturer (Fall Semester, 2005-2006)

It was my privilege to serve for seven months as a teacher of Pastoral Care and Counseling at LTS-
HK in the fall of 2005. I had been teaching in that field for many years at the Lutheran Seminary in
Tokyo, and took these weeks off to join our sister school in Hong Kong. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and

beneficial experience for me, and I hope and pray that it was as beneficial to my students.

Some things I found particularly impressive about LTS would include such things as the following: the
superb architecture of the campus, the symbolic 121 steps from bottom to top of the campus, the inspiring
chapel services, the warm welcome of colleagues, especially Lam Tak Ho and Heather Helgeson, another
short-termer who lived in my housing complex, the delicious food at the dining hall, and so many more

things.

I will especially remember the 17 students from 10 different countries who cooperated so meaningfully

in counseling role playing in class, and the Sino-Christian exchange program with Chinese university
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students and prospective leaders (I wonder what “Cedar” is doing these days), and the fun evening we had
for the Moon Festival. The many happy experiences with students outside the classroom and invitations

to several homes and to dinner parties at restaurants were unforgettable and fill me with gratitude.

Besides the rich experiences on campus it was a great pleasure to get acquainted with the Tao Fung
Shan Center for Religious Dialogue next door and Ekman Tam, one of the staff there, who planned a
private retreat for me; to explore the fascinating streets and alleys of Kowloon and Hong Kong; to practice
Tai Chi frequently with a group on the plaza at Shatin, and not least, to learn to know several Christian
churches and institutions around the city. There was only one thing I didn’t like, and that was the

threatening monkeys on the road down the mountain!

For all this and more I am deeply grateful to the administration and faculty of LTS-HK for their

invitation to serve there. I wish I could do it again—but now I am too old!
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LTS: A Foundational Rock of My Theological Life

Deep Bahadur Singh (from Nepal)
2007 Graduate of M.A. (Theology)

God works in amazing ways. When I look back and ponder upon the days of my life, in each step I
experience His grace. I can claim that he really chose me from my mother’s womb though my mother was
unaware about God’s love. He protected her during her birth pangs and I could touch this beautiful world
created by God. Its definitely not an easy task to give birth in a remote village of Nepal where people’s life

is still as it was in 12 or 13" century even to this day. So, isn’t God’s grace sufficient for me and my family?

A Hindu by birth, I was renewed by the grace of God and knew Him and His love during the 90s. Later,
in the 2000s sacramental baptism became another cornerstone in my spiritual journey. He gave me faith

and conviction so that I could decide to follow Him until the 11" hour of my life.

When I completed my bachelors in 2004, I was tempted to choose either government service or serve

Lord difterently. I was in reflection for sometime but finally, I decided to serve Him. In order to serve, I
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needed to be equipped well which was only possible through theological study. So, I decided to search for
Bible colleges which would accept me and understand my call. Finally, I found one suitable place in Hong
Kong- Lutheran Theological Seminary (L.T.S.). For a student who come from the least developed country’s
secular educational milieu, when stepped in foreign land-Hong Kong- for the first time in life for securing
Christian theological education, had to cope with several matters- from culture to different natural setting,
language to unfamiliar education imparting system, everything was completely new. But, despite these

shocks, I truly found a heaven on earth- L.T.S.

I reached there at midnight with the help of a seminary friend from Myanmar so, I couldn’t view the

panoramic scenes on my way to seminary. When I woke up in the morning I could hardly believe the view

Jooooo O0O0OO 205



from Tao Fung Shan and its ambience which was so enchanting. Amidst this mesmerizing beauty, friends
who were there prior to my arrival were very understanding and kind. Jon, my room-mate from Indonesia,
Kingphet from Laos and John from Vietnam played a role of angels and oriented me with several things
which helped me to assimilate with the new environment. After some days I met Dr. Teuffel, a lecturer
from Germany whom I found as my academic guide and mentor. He guided and encouraged me in a
great way throughout my entire M.A. Theology program and in personal life. Other faculty, Dr. John
Lemond, Dr. Ted Zimmerman, Dr. Jjas, Dr. Kaisa and Dr. Pertti Nikkila, Dr. Hakan Granberg, Dr. Johan
Hasselgren, Dr. Gabi & Rev. Hans Hoerschelmann, Ms. Heather, Dr. Rose Wu, Dr. James Berquist, Dr.
Jerry Schmalenberger, Dr. Pilgrim Lo, Dr. Evelyn & Dr. James Whitehead, president Dr. Lam Tak Ho and
many other’s unique character and gifted teaching styles definitely have contributed a lot to my L.T.S. stay
and studies. Administrative staff, Mr. Paul, Ms. Cherry, Mr. Benjamin, brother Vui Siong, library staff,
kitchen staff, driver and gardener brother all of them have played a great role in shaping my theological
life. Because of my friends’ intimacy, lecturers’ unique teaching techniques, staff cordial relations during
needs, I could concentrate on studies though I was away from home. Morning devotions and communion
at Chapel and Tao Fung Shan’s Sunday evening services helped me to experience diverse worship styles, its
beauty and truth of God. The eye catching view of L.T.S., integrated teachings of important and interesting

relevant subjects, friends’ fellowship and love, the two years program (2005-2007) was like a week’s trip.

I am thankful to our Lord almighty for providing me an opportunity to study in one of Asia’s renowned
ecumenical seminary and letting me to be a part of the history of L.T.S. I truly appreciate the theological
and practical educational contributions of L.T.S. in my life. It has really opened my eyes so that I could

notice the horizons of theology and its importance in life. My dear friends, brothers and sisters, faculty

206 Lutheran Theological Seminary Hundred Years of Memories in LTS

and staff, I could experience God’s presence in this very world through your love, service, humility
and faithfulness. Thank you for not making Christianity a mere religion but everyday living reality-an
experience of God’s grace and presence in daily life. May the Triune God continue to astonish us with new

things here and then.
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Some Memories and Most Unforgettable Experience with

Lal Tin Hre
2007 Graduate of D.Th.

Executive Secretary of Association for Theological Education in Myanmar Yangon

I have had a long association with Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong Kong. Before I stepped on
LTS campus in 2004, I had heard something about the seminary from my colleagues (from Myanmar)

who did their theological studies in LTS and shared its impact on them with me.

From 2004 to 2007, I was a doctoral student at LTS under the kind care of the seminary’s faculty and
staff. Being from a Chin tribal background and living on a high hill, ups and downs and even a zigzag
road, I like very much of the location of LTS, situated on the top of Tao Fung Shan, surrounded by forest

where birds and some animals including a very big family of monkeys, enjoy the place. The seminary
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campus is excellent for viewing parts of the Hong Kong city as well as a quiet place for meditation,
reflecting God’s beautiful creation. The campus also keeps the seminarians away from the cosmopolitan
atmosphere which is very noisy and cheerful. The 121 steps from the car park to the Chapel ground are
a good reminder of the necessity of God’s wonderful presence for students who are struggling with their
academic work. If T am not wrong, many people consider the LTS campus as one of the most beautiful in

the world.

The water fountain, placed at the centre of the seminary campus, reminds me of the newness of
God’s presence. The community life of LTS which includes chapel services, the relationship between
professors and students and among students themselves, family group meetings, and the observation of
some important occasions in the lectionary (liturgical time) strangely speak in my life. I regard those
elements as part of spiritual formation as LTS tries to balance academic excellence and spirituality. The
gatherings of international students in the campus make the community a “rainbow society”. Personally,

this experience was very enriching.

In 2006, I was appointed as a representative of international students to the Students” Association (SA)
which was the first time the door was opened for international students to be part of SA. I was assigned
to be in charge of vesper services. Getting involved in SA was really a new experience for me and at the
same time, the warm fellowship with members of SA was unforgettable. Arranging the vesper services,
silent meditation on every Tuesday with icons and preparing Holy Communion on every Thursday have
deepened my understanding of the Lutheran Church tradition which is something different from the

Reformed (Presbyterian) tradition in Myanmar.

The library of LTS, a collection of over 90,000 volumes and over 200 periodicals and other materials
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by using modern electronic means is an immense help to the community. In addition to the qualified
professors’ guidance, the library also serves the seminarians in all areas of concentrations offered by LTS.
The visit of well-known professors from different corners of the globe is the strength of LTS. I so much

enjoyed my time in LT'S and am very proud that I was one of the products of LTS.

I was also surprised to become an Executive Secretary of Association for Theological Education in
Myanmar (ATEM) in 2009. ATEM is a theological-ecumenical network in Myanmar, comprised of 34
member institutions across the country, under the umbrella of Myanmar Council of Churches (MCC).
ATEM has had a long partnership with LTS since some years back. The responsibility of the ongoing
partnership with LTS is rested on my shoulder. Since then, ATEM works closely with LTS in terms of
Jaculty development (Master and Doctoral), /ibrary training for librarians and archives program, an annual
Mekong Mission Consultation jointly organized with MIT, and Ministers' Institute. LTS has already produced
a good number of graduates in different programs in addition to more than 25 graduates thru ATEM
channel. Those graduates have been engaged in full-time ministry in their respective seminaries and
churches. I, on behalf of ATEM, would like to say my BIG THANKS to the presidents and professors for
their academic excellence along with the life of humility they bear, and staff of LTS for their continuing

support of theological education in Myanmar.

I have all these reasons to congratulate LT'S upon her 100™ anniversary and to pray for the future of

LTS as one of the main centers of producing theological educators in Asia and beyond.
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Thanks Be to God

Joseph Keo Thuy (from Cambodia)
2009 Graduate of M.Div.

Thanks be to God for his provision for me to spend 3 years in Hong Kong, from June 2006 to June 2009.

My most memorable moments were researching and doing my homework in the LTS library. It was one
of the greatest experiences I ever had in my life. There are all kind of books and quiet places for reading

and mediation on the Word of God.

In my home country, I can’t find this kind of place. Besides sitting in the classroom learning from
professors, sitting in the dining hall for meals, and sitting in chapel for worshiping God and listening to

the preachers, I spent most of my time in the huge library for reading and doing assignments.

It was an exciting time, but also with some tension and confusion because all of those books were not
written in my native language and people around me were speaking different languages too. It was great

experience, however, for me to go through the M.Div program for 3 years.

When I think of LTS, Hong Kong, I am reminded of the great place of the library for studying the word
of God. And thanks to all my professors who always gave good direction to read books that would help

me in the ministry.
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Nathan Perng (from Myanmar)
2010 Graduate of M.A. (Librarianship)

I was a part of Lutheran Theological Seminary from 2007 to 2010.
My time in LTS during those years was a stepping stone for my teaching
ministry in “Little LTS” (Lahu Theological Seminary of Myanmar). The
life and experience of LTS is still fresh for me and I am still sharing with
my Christian friends how good the experience in LTS is. LTS’ vision

and mission are so effective and balanced that I adopted them in my

little LTS.

The way of its caring for the students is so warm and still an example for me. Its way of equipping me
is unforgettable. The assignment of reading 5000 pages in my first years exhausted me but let me digest
the general New Testament area. The assignment of reading 3000 pages for my research prepared me for
my dissertation proposal. I still remember the biblical colloquium which challenged and questioned the
students’ proposals but also advised us how to improve our proposal writings. The oral defense was the
most exciting period in my life. The questions and challenges of prominent professors shocked me but
also polished and qualified my dissertation. I am still remembering the graduation ceremony in which I
was conferred a Th.D. degree by Dr. Simon Chow and Dr. Peter Li. Now I am presiding over little LTS
(which has 200 students in the Eastern part of Myanmar) with the experiences and education I received

from Mother LTS. May LTS have a long life and successful mission in Asia and the World.

212 Lutheran Theological Seminary Hundred Years of Memories in LTS

LTS Memory

San Sros Sarin and Chang Yasson Sara (Cambodian and Chinese)
Both are 2010 graduates of M. A.

We thank our Lord for richly blessing us with a special and warm
experience at LTS. We have fond memories from the inspiring teaching &
life examples of the faculty members, mind-opening group discussions,
the loving care and support we received during Sarin’s knee operation
and recovery, the wonderful diversity we tasted through the local &

international community, and the delightful family group activities...

One more thing that we cannot forget is the spiritual nourishment
when we joined the morning chapel and Friday communion. We felt
very close to God and are drawn to worship God with all of our soul,

relaxed and freely.
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Lene Bnh
2011 Graduate o mla)

I grew up in a Christian home in the countryside of Norway and most of my family members were

Christians. When I was 14 I was baptized in the Pentecostal Church we went to in my hometown.

In my teens, I began to ask questions of faith and Christian life and why things were done the way they
were. Some of the answers I received I did not agree with, and I often felt that I could not quite get what
I learned in church to match with what life actually was like. I'm probably a little of the rebellious and
stubborn type, which does not take an answer for an answer, but it was important to me to understand these
things. At that time I felt that there was no room for my thoughts and me in the Christian community.
Besides, I was in the middle of adolescence and there were many other things I thought were more fun to
do, like going to youth clubs and parties with my friends. When I was 16 I stopped going to church and
was no longer active in the Christian community. I left the Christian community for 10 years after this,

but I never lost my faith in God.

When I was 25 years old, I decided to give faith and Christian life a new chance. I prayed a lot
and experienced many answers of my prayers and an intense feeling of love that I have never known

before. I felt that God really was there for me and that he had a plan for my life. Today I'm studying
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for a master's degree in Diakonia at the Norwegian School of Theology in Oslo and at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Hong Kong. I have totally different feelings about Christian community today,
and am happy to study theology and learn more about God and how people have expressed their faith

throughout the times.

'This fall (2011), I was on a mission trip with other students from LTS. I'm glad I joined the trip to
China; it was an informative and interesting weekend. For a while now I have wanted to work in or related
to China after I finish my studies and this trip really made me want to do that even more. I have been to
China before, as a tourist, but this trip was very different. It was amazing to see the work CWEF does in
Jiangmen and how this has impact on the future of these young high school girls. One of the things that
really made a big impression on me was the visit to the children at the orphanage, to play with them and
learn about their life stories and how they ended up in the orphanage. They were strong stories, it touched
my heart and I will never forget it. I also found it very inspiring to talk to girls at the high school about
various social problems in China and hear about their thoughts around these issues and how they wanted

to engage in this in different ways.

I want to live a life relating to God openly and without reservation and give Jesus and my faith the
main focus in life. Recognizing this need for a power greater than myself was what first made me come
back to my faith and inspired me to live an active Christian life. This has really changed my life and given

it a2 new purpose.

I am so grateful for the opportunity I had to study here at Lutheran Theological Seminary these years
(2010-2012), and it has been great to get to know the other students and the professors. I am really looking

forward to coming back in the fall (2012) to work on my Master thesis on diaconal work in China.
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The Best Religious Educators...

Helen Bok
D. Th. Student

The best religious educators I have known rarely talk about any theological view points or great
educational theories. They hold no university positions, but they are two of the best teachers I've ever
known. They were my parents who worked daily to nurture me with their faith and love. My first vivid
memory is that of my two sisters and I sitting together each evening to listen to my father’s praying and
my mother’s Bible storytelling. My parents served tirelessly their family, church and neighbors. Their faith

has defined my understanding of discipleship, and has engendered in me a deep desire to study theology.

From a young age I taught Sunday school in my church. I experienced that religious education could
lead people to be open to God’s love, and enrich their spiritual and moral lives. That experience led me
to education. I decided on a career as a teacher. My subsequent years of education experiences assured me
that my role was to co-explore knowledge with learners. Learners have great potential in being capable of
constructing their own learning. My work became the joy of my life. At that time, God reminded me, “I
have called you from the very beginning.” I answered, “Here am I. I am willing to commit myself to your

work according to your will.” God prepared me to be a teacher; this is my vocation.

How do I, as a religious teacher, lead students” heads and hearts to be filled with a sense of amazement,
connection, inspiration, and enthusiasm for knowing God? Fr. Pedro Arrupe writes, “What you are in
love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect everything.”’ When we fall in love with God, our

whole being is engaged with love which affects everything in our lives. Today, as I educate people in the
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faith, my prime purpose is to lead them to find God and meaning in their everyday life. Unfortunately, for
many Christians, religious teaching in the church seems to have no relevance to their everyday activities.
More and more people are looking for something else outside the church to fill those longings that
the church has not been addressing through religious education. I believe that religious education today
must go beyond teaching just religious knowledge. It must also lead people toward spiritual wisdom and
holiness of life. In such a challenging age as this present one, my hope is to carry out religious education
in a practical and reflective way, a way which enables people as agent-subjects to know and think for

themselves, to find meaning and value in life, and to commit their lives for God and others in the world.

I realize that in order to pursue my call, I need to renew the foundations of why and how I educate. I
need to prepare myself with theological and pastoral understanding as well as educational knowledge. My
hope is that by engaging in the courses and writings of theologians at Lutheran Theological Seminary, I

will be able to root my educational work more deeply in a reflective and critical way.

P.S. This article is adapted from my personal statement upon applying to study Religious Education.

1 Fr. Pedro Arrupe (1907-1991) was the twenty eighth Superior General (1965-83) of the Society of Jesus. Arrupe writes, "Nothing is more practical than finding
God, that is, than falling in love in a quite absolute, final way. What you are in love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect everything. It will decide what will
get you out of bed in the morning, what you do with your evenings, how you spend your weekends, what you read, who you know, what breaks your heart, and
what amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide everything.”

http://en.ignatianwiki.org/Pedro_Arrupe, (accessed November 1, 2012).
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Amazing Grace

Kirany Leap (from Cambodia)
2011 Graduate of M.Div.
2012 Graduate of M.A.

Thank God for His amazing grace that let me know LTS. I stayed there three years for the M. Div.

program.

In the beginning of the course I think that it would be too long to be away from home. I asked myself,
how can I survive? A few months later, I got better from my homesickness because I felt warm hospitality

from professors, students and staft.

Many friends told me that I am blessed to be there because no other place (in HK) is like LTS where

the environment is so good.

There are many things that I remember. I just want write a couple things. One is the classroom setting
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where I could meet new and old professors and also classmates. Though I felt it was hard with the classwork
and assignments sometimes, I was able to learn and grow in faith. Thank God for the professors. They
show their attention to me as well as others, they always helped me to overcome my challenges. I had never
experienced this before as a student. In the classroom I made friends with those living outside and inside
the dormitory and we had fun together. I loved the way that the professors treat their students that let me

feel that we are not distant from each other.

The second thing I remember is Chapel time. Morning and evening prayer was important to me. I
loved to listen to the Word of God and beautiful songs -- most of the songs were new to me. The sermons
and the songs comforted and refreshed my heart. I liked it so much. Moreover, I learned different styles
of worship because this was different from my home church, I also loved to see a role play, music, dancing,
etc. from fellow students. These encouraged me to do what I have not done before, for example the dance
and sing a song at LT'S (Founder’s Day) even though I felt shy. That was the first time to show our brothers
and sisters, and the professors how I dance and sing. This was the blessed experience God has given me.

He turns me better. Praise God for everything that I encountered at LTS.
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My Ten Months at LTS \

Rita Wong Mei-lan (from Singapore)
2012 Gradaute of MA (Spirituality)

Little did I know how coming to LTS would impact me. To be honest, I was very hesitant initially
because of the thought of having to travel by air, the cold weather, typhoons and feeling homesick. With
some encouragement from friends I finally filled in the application form and sent it off. Soon enough, two
friends accompanied me to Hong Kong and saw to my setting foot on the campus of LTS. How blessed
I was in comparison to the many other international students who travelled much further, some over
mountainous country roads leaving their homes for the very first time, to a totally foreign land and culture

and not knowing much English, the language of instruction for them at LTS.

GOD brought all of us to LTS for the specific objective of gaining theological and spiritual education.

For those from mainland China who were studying religion or philosophy, their five to six months in a
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Christian environment would have been even more of an adventure.

After settling in with the kind and welcoming touch of a couple of Hong Kong students and the group
of students from Myanmar, I began my sojourn in the tree and flower lined hills of Tao Fong Shan, staying

in the dormitory which would be my home for the next ten months.

I fell in love with LTS in the midst of adjusting to different mindsets, habits and languages. Dormitory
and class mates, lecturers, administrative and other staft helped to make my stay and learning experience
one which I will never forget. Creative worship at LTS, new knowledge from lecturers, finding my way

around a most hilly and populated country - all these enriched my time in Hong Kong.

The impression that stands out above all others was when I attended my first Morning Prayer in Ming
Chieh Chapel. The face of the sculptured Jesus hanging on the wall behind the altar was one which I
have never encountered before. The raised eyebrows gave a certain sternness to an otherwise open- arms
welcome. Without realising it, this prepared me for a kind of spirituality that I had not been familiar
with. My classes on New Testament and Spirituality, Exploring Spiritual Directions and Paths of Prayer
introduced me to a perspective of GOD and the Bible that were new. GOD became someone much more
than what I already knew. GOD suddenly became the transcendent One, the unknowable GOD that is

beyond all names.

Spiritual exercises opened us to different ways and widened our ‘repertoire’ of communing with GOD.
Class discussions revealed a hunger for something other than tradition and religion to help the ‘unpeace’
in some of us. We were exhorted to view GOD and life differently and to practise different forms of

drawing near to the GOD of the beyond.
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Our readings and prodding of our lecturers challenged us to a Christianity that questions how we
view and use/abuse GOD’s creation, that speaks up for those who cannot speak for themselves, that views
the realities of life in ways that are not so clear cut, that mission includes being socially involved for the
sake of one’s neighbour, that being a united church speaks a louder message than evangelism, that being
missionary also means seeing GOD’s presence in the world and that GOD is at work preparing people

within the context of their own culture and conviction.

Being a community made up of people from at least 12 nations, LTS is a microcosm of diverse cultures,
languages and differing Christian practices, with a few who are of different or no religious beliefs. Such a
potpourri provided many opportunities for lessons in understanding, loving patience and extending and
receiving grace. Organisational perspectives were weighed against individual needs and circumstances,

and vice versa. Living in close quarters fostered cross cultural friendships and team work.

The demanding process of attaining theological grounding necessitated the constant awareness of
guarding against the danger of it all being purely academic with little spiritual formation and transformation

taking place.

However, LTS lives up to its reputation of being a centre of credible theology and spirituality. It is blessed
with a dedicated faculty and staff who give of themselves to the ethos of building up GOD’s servants. The
former shuttle bus driver retired after 17 years of faithful service. The faculty comprises lecturers who were
ministry workers in congregations (some were its own alumni) and those who have come from mission
fields or other seminaries. They are well supported by the library and administrative staff, and together,
they cared for us. Together with Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre, LTS has been instrumental in producing

labourers for GOD’s kingdom work near and far.
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Nestled on an elevation that makes the place 2 degrees colder than the lower and more densely populated
parts of Hong Kong, LTS provides a location that is suited for study, contemplation and neighbourliness.
The natural environment of hills and valleys, sweet-singing birds, roof-climbing and tree-swinging
monkeys, stray dogs, well-tended plants and good-looking kois all lend themselves to a seminary that is

very appealing.

LTS was home to me for ten months. I experienced all four seasons, including a typhoon. The additional
loving care of fellow dormitory mates, and prayers of family, friends and church members, including

occasional visitors from Singapore, all lessened homesickness.

LTS left an indelible and tender impression upon someone who grew up not speaking much Chinese
and with an outlook that is predominantly Western. GOD who sees the beginning from the end, brought
me to a Chinese-speaking and Chinese-looking environment, that I may be reacquainted with things and

people Chinese. Indeed, GOD makes all things beautiful in GOD’s time.

May GOD be greatly praised!
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“The Living Fountain of God’s Grace”

Helen Mun
2012 Graduate of M. Div.

=

L

With much pure joy, I extend my heartiest congratulations in honor of the 2013 centennial celebration
of Lutheran Theological Seminary. My fervent prayer is that God Almighty will perpetually pour out His

abundant grace, favor, goodness, and rich blessings upon the Seminary.

My very first delightful impression that stays deep in my heart and mind till today is that this Seminary
(LTS) in Hong Kong is a good seminary, and is endowed with an unusually rich heritage. I would gladly
proclaim and describe LTS as truly “the Living Fountain of God’s Grace.” With its colorful diversity of
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international flavor of cultures, students from different church denominations and nations certainly marks
LTS very own unique identity as an “ecumenical” Seminary. I am convinced that students in LTS enjoy
a strong bond of friendship and fellowship with one another, as the way I experience it as a close-knitted

family and as a gathered community of faithful believers in Jesus Christ.

Each day, I give thanks to God in my heart for being part of this unique family of believers of whom I
sincerely believe many have responded in obedience to the call of God for further theological education in
LTS. It is such a wonderful experience to witness local students and international students alike coming
together for a sole purpose: to study, learn, and grow together in LTS as well as from one another, just as
“iron sharpens iron.” Such is the grace and love of God that truly calls students in discipleship, to be better
equipped, trained, and empowered in God’s Word in LTS. In addition, theological students’ participation
in practical field education & missions work formed such a critical aspect of the training in order to

effectively serve the plans and purposes of God.

Today, when I reflect back upon the day when I promptly responded to a clear call of God that led me
to LTS warms my heart. I enrolled as a full-time student for the Master of Divinity program in the spring
semester of 2010. My initial experience during this first semester was one of wonderment and joy, when I
delightfully witnessed how students of varied educational levels, backgrounds (regardless of whether they
are pastors, ministers, missionaries, professionals, or even housewives), and different nations interact with
respect for one another. They can simply gather with joyful anticipation and with the humility of learning

together as course mates in the Seminary.

During my 2 years of seminary life in LTS, T have been observing how the kinship of brotherly and

sisterly love, the joy, the support, sensitive care, strong bonding of fellowship, and friendships that blossom
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as each new day dawns. Not only amongst students but also the relationship of students with the Faculty
members, and the team of dedicated excellent professors. Interestingly, I also recognized the genuine way
how campus life is a wonderful extension fagade of family life where students mingle amongst themselves
and often times are seen helping one another. How it naturally shaped to form an amazing family of God
in every sense of the word: as students eat, talk, sing, laugh, play, pray, worship, serve one another, and
even cry together as we sojourn in seminary life. Together with local as well as international students, I am
blessed to be involved in the contribution of blessed sharing, and generous giving especially to those who
are in need (both physical and spiritual needs). For instance, we gladly share meals (at times, taking turns
to cook culinary meals of our own country for each other to sample and enjoy eating together), exercise and
play games together to keep ourselves mentally & physically healthy, worship and pray together, extending
emotional and moral support especially to those new-comers adjusting to seminary life away from their
homeland. We enjoy sharing life experiences, and testimonies, theological debates, learning from one
another regarding the varied traditions & cultures of our own churches in different nations. Also, we
often gather together in study & discussion groups, inspiring and encouraging one another as well as to
help each other tremendously to study better, as well as in preparation of group presentation work and
term exams. In this creative unity amongst students, we gladly reap the fruit, when we experience a higher
level of achievement in our learning and spiritual growth. Moments such as this, I am gripped with pure
joy, and overwhelmed with the fragrance, beauty, and ever-flowing grace of Christ-likeness amongst the
seminarians of LTS as one body in Christ! Hence, I believe that LTS becomes the “living waters,” and a
reality of the “life-giving fountain of God’s grace,” flowing both within and without its boundaries, and

beyond to the outside world.
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In LTS, T am richly blessed by the exemplary leadership of an admirable dynamic President, Dean of
Studies, and the entire Faculty team serving with Christ-like love and care. Personally, I have witnessed
how their ‘gracious actions often speak louder than words.” Although, they are always busy with many
responsibilities, it is remarkable how they are always approachable, and often make themselves available to
lend alistening ear, and willing to extend a helping hand whenever the need arises for students. I also thank
God for the spiritual insights, experiences, and quality teaching of all our highly qualified professors (both
local and from abroad). I deeply appreciate and highly respect their humility, patience, caring attitude,
always encouraging, and inspiring, not to mention their wisdom and intellectual insights. And above all,
I valued their modeling of true servant leadership as well as their consistency in demonstrating abounding

grace and impartiality to every kind of students in LTS!

Personally, I have experienced and tasted the goodness of the Lord throughout my seminary life in
LTS. Although I look forward to my graduation in June 2012, I refuse to say goodbye to anyone in LTS
and instead plan to continue my next level of studies. I love being a student in LTS, “the mountain top”
experience of learning, whilst receiving abounding grace and blessings of the Lord in order that I can
be a blessing to others. As I continue to serve in my church in daily devotional writings, and as a Bible
teacher of the Word, my desire is to keep on learning, growing, and to drink deep the providential living
fountain of God’s grace in LTS! I would highly recommend anyone who is contemplating theological
studies or who felt called by God to come and quench your thirst and you will never be thirsty again.
Come quickly and drink the refreshing waters of continuous living grace of God ever-flowing in LTS!
May God be glorified, and be praised forever more in His blessed fountain of living grace that He has

indeed consecrated and gifted this unique Seminary!
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Lord’s Grace Shines on Rugged Road

Jenny Tam Choi-fung
B.Th. Student

Translation: Wan Fook-gun

Horse riding in Likong

2012 is my third year in LTS. Since 1999 when I joined God’s family, my life has turned more eventful,
though filled with ups and downs, yet was full of the God’s grace. Studying a theological program in LTS
is particularly enlightening. At the beginning of a new year, it is opportune for me to review my life,

looking back on how God’s enormous grace has embraced me ever since I was born.

228 Lutheran Theological Seminary Hundred Years of Memories in LTS

Although my parents were born deaf and dumb, they are really those parents who love their children
most. Because they are Christians, they gave us three sisters the love of Christ since we were born. For
some reasons, my parents stopped going to church when I was eight years of age, and I stopped going too.
In 1999, my mother was diagnosed with terminal stage lung cancer and died within a month. When my
mother went to our heavenly Father, I also joined the church again. This was also the time when I started
to face a terrible wave in my life. A few months after the death of my mother, my father also died of lung
cancer. At the same time, I also found my ex-husband was unfaithful to me. I felt suddenly falling into a
deep valley, almost to the edge of death. I started to query if God would really protect his children. Why
did I have to face one terrible incidence after another even before the previous one died down, and each
later incidence was more harmful than the previous ones? Yet looking back on what had happened, the
lesson that I have learned is that God’s love and care were with me at each point of my life journey. I no

longer feel lonely because He is my reliance.

It is really a gracious act of God for me to study in LTS. God’s calling is reigning in my whole life
journey. In 2005, I heard God’s calling to me to spread the Gospel in Xing Jiang, China. So in preparing
for the mission, I applied to study a program in a certain theological seminary, but failed to get enrolment.
I then wondered if I received a wrong calling. Yet, God made an alternative arrangement for me. I joined a
missionary organization so that I had the chance of visiting the hill and farm districts of various provinces
of China to get a deeper knowledge of missionary work. In this organization I had worked for several

years.

When I was then approaching fifty years of age, I could not imagine I could study a theological

program. Yet He made a splendid arrangement for me to come to study at LT'S to learn and to be equipped
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for future services. This program enables me to know more deeply my “original self”, and the miraculous

creation of God!

In the first year in LTS, something terrible happened to me again. This time it was my two sisters.
One sister inherited a heavy debt, and another sister faced marriage problem. As the eldest sister taking up
the duties of parents, and also as an old-age student, the burden was too much for me. I could not control
myself and broke out crying bitterly in LT'S campus. At that time I thought: God Father, I wish I could
lead an easier life; I have suffered enough; I could not endure so much bitterness! This storm was not easy
to tolerate, the road was rugged and difficult to trek on. Fortunately because I was a student of LTS, I
could get the support of my teachers, classmates and group members. They accompanied me to go through
this terrible storm. God’s grace was really with me in this experience which got me to come closer together

and more intimately with the families of my sisters. For this, I have to thank God.

In the second year in LTS, something happened to me. At the end of 2010, in the process of preparing
my course assignments, I became very nervous. Initially I hoped that things would be over as soon as
the course came to a conclusion. Yet things turned out to be otherwise. At the LTS Walkathon fund-
raising campaign, when I saw the crowd of people coming from different churches, I suddenly became
very frightened. I immediately retreated to my room in the dormitory, hiding in it, not coming out for
meals, not taking classes, and not seeing any persons. This lasted for almost one week. Really I cannot
describe how serious the horror was like. Without the help and support of my roommate, classmates, and
teachers, I really could not get through to the end of that semester. By then I had to make a difficult and
mind-struggling decision of suspending a semester for getting myself back to normal. For this, I have to

thank the President and Dean of Studies for their immediate response and approval of my application for
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suspension of studies for a semester.

“God’s thoughts are higher than man’s thoughts”. It is unexpected that in the eight months during
my suspension of study, there arose a series of rich mind-healing journeys! “Unless the Lord builds the
house, its builders labor in vain; unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain”.
Although I was deficient, inadequate, and staying in a land of waste, God opened up a fountain of help to
me. The missionary organization which I had worked for permitted me to attach to its missionary outpost
in China without the need to participate in its work so that I could rest while not being alone. Yet in the
beginning, I was still afraid of coming into contact with people although these people were my previous
co-workers in China. Fortunately as time passed, my condition gradually became better. At this moment
God gave me a chance to meet and accompany an ailing sister till she passed away. Her last wish was that
her husband could be converted to Christian faith. Thank God, he was baptized a few months before she
died.

The second journey was a volunteer trip to Yunnan for the purpose of serving orphans whose parents
died of AIDS. In the midst of the trip on March 10, 2011, an earthquake in Yin Jiang, Yunnan erupted
and I felt the powerful convulsion though I just stayed in a peripheral area. The next day, a disastrous
tsunami and earthquake occurred in Japan. From television, I saw frightening and heart-breaking scenes
of the disasters. From what I saw I was induced to go to Yin Jiang to help the suffering people there. I
visited and appeased those who lost their homes and stayed in tents and those who were injured and stayed

in hospital. I hugged them and wept with them so as to allow them to express their inner sorrows.

In the third journey, I went to Cambodian, Vietnam and Laos, visiting former classmates of LTS. Had

I not been a student in LTS, I would not have thought of going to these places. I stayed in their homes
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so that I could experience the culture and religious belief of the people in these countries. It is really the
grace of God who guided me to go there. The fourth journey was a spiritual journey. I went to the Pray
Hill of South Korea. I prayed and meditated there, confessing my sins and requesting for God’s mercy
and forgiveness. In the few days of silence, praying and bible reading, I experienced God’s revelation and

close contact with Him. This trip was really good and full of blessings.

The final trip was going to America to visit my little sister. During the period, she was made redundant
by the company in which she had worked for ten years. Also one of her best friends passed away because
of sudden disease. She was very upset. God let me spend this period with her during her hard times, to
share with her feelings and talk with her intimately. I also prayed with her and her husband, although they

were not yet Christians up to now.

In conclusion, the aforesaid trips were not well planned beforehand, and I did not know why one trip
followed so tightly with the previous one. This arrangement must have been made by God through His
grace. Every person and every incidence that I encountered in the trips gave me a lot of inspirations which
helped me understand that my panic syndrome that exposed in 2010 had its root in my young ages. But
God’s grace and love far exceeded my expectations. He accompanied me to face and tackle the syndrome.
If T was left to my own device, I could never know how and why I had contracted this disease. Yet God in

appropriate times revealed to me the reasons. God’s grace is really great.

In LTS T have yet to go through the third and fourth years of my program. Maybe there will be more
eventful incidences happening to me. Yet I believe that if these incidences are permitted by God, they can

be shouldered by me and their occurrences are to my benefit. Hallelujah! Thank God!
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Dr. Hsiao, Mabel & Kinsti Kena

My years at LTS

Mabel Wu
Assistant Professor of LTS

Walking up to the Pak Tin village, the LTS old campus, for the first time, I could not help thinking:
“Oh! This is a primitive place.” I was there for my interview to replace my friend as the piano instructor.

Dr. Andrew Hsiao, the late President of LTS, welcomed me warmly and put me at ease.

After I had been the piano instructor for a couple of years, the Norwegian choir director, Per Tveit,
had to return to Norway, and I was invited to be the new choir conductor. That was in the early 1980s.
During those days I had only around 15 or more students in the choir, but they were all very enthusiastic.
Many evenings you could hear them practicing and singing the choral music around the piano. It was like
a family musical entertainment for the students after dinner. At each regular choir practice break, students
would play Jianzi. The fun of the game and the joy of singing bonded their hearts together. Up to today,

30 years later, the students still play Jianzi during choir breaks. This really became an alternative culture

of the LTS choir!

My life at LTS in the old campus was rather detached. I was there only once a week teaching from

morning till evening. The person who influenced me most at that time was Dr. Hsiao. He saw the
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potential in me and encouraged me to study Liturgy. He even put me to the test when Dr. Wu Ming-
chieh, the Vice President of LTS, died in 1990. He told me to compose and prepare for his memorial
service and it turned out to be the most moving experience for many who attended that service. At the
service, there were times for the expression of sorrow over the loss of our dear Vice President, and there
were times of hope for the Resurrection in Jesus Christ. Throughout the months before the service, the
sickness of Dr. Wu and the struggles and worries of losing our campus had been like a dark cloud hanging
over us, but the service with the powerful music and the Word of God gave us new energy and new hope

in Christ. It united our hearts together at those moments of difhiculties.

Dr. Herbert Schaefer was another important person who not only encouraged, but was also very
appreciative of my musical and liturgical contributions to the Seminary. Many wise words from him
gave me confidence to go on. Another person was Dr. Thor Strandenaes. He was my true colleague, who
allowed me to teach his worship class while he was away. The taste of teaching liturgy inspired me to

turther my study at the University of Notre Dame.

In 1983 my family moved to the house my husband’s family built at 18 Tao Fung Shan Road. Ten
years later in 1993, after getting through many trials and difficulties, LT'S moved to the new campus at 50
Tao Fung Shan Road. The Seminary moved close to my home. My first reaction to this new campus was,
“Oh! This is a very grand and beautiful campus! I'm not worthy to belong here.” But God had His plan
and in 1994 I was invited to join the LTS faculty. What an honor! I was too afraid to accept the offer at

first, but accept I did with the encouragement from many wise saints and friends of LTS.

At the new campus the choir has grown from 15 to around 70 students. Every year we have our Annual
Sacred Music Worship held at some concert halls or churches. Over the years we have sung many cantatas

like John Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’, John Peterson’s ‘No Greater Love’, Andrew Webber’s ‘Joseph and, the
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Technical Color Dream Coat’, ‘Psalm Festival’, ‘Stations of the Cross’, ‘Because of God’s Love’, ‘Servants
of God’, ‘Manifesting the Risen Christ’ and many others by various composers.The LTS choir has gained
a good reputation in the Christian Community. Many brothers and sisters look forward to coming each

year to worship with us as, they find these events very uplifting and moving.

Many of our graduates remember clearly those times and experiences of singing, listening and blending
their voices with one another in the choir — everyone expresses their faith through anthems and various
hymns by singing with one spirit, one heart and one voice — this corporate effort of striving for excellence
is a part of our Theological training. At times it may be hard for those students who do not like to sing,
but in the long run they will learn the proper ways of singing and cultivate the abilities to appreciate good

sacred music.

How do I feel about growing up with LTS in these past 30 some years? It has been like looking out
from my office windows and, seeing the eagles: they are the only birds that can look directly at the sun,
they sometimes soar up into the sky; sometimes dive down into the valley; and sometimes glide effortlessly
with the air and currents. This is also how I survived all these long years at LTS: My eyes look upon the
Lord, on His wings I soar up to the sky; sometimes I dive down into the dark valley, but I am not afraid,
the darkness of the valley is not too dark when I know that the Lord is with me; there were times that I
just floated in the air enjoying the moments with my students and colleagues — The Morning Prayers and
the monthly Holy Communion with the LTS community are the source of my strength. I am nourished
by the Word of God and I am fed by the Body and Blood of Christ who allows me to partake in His grace,
His strength, His righteousness and His Love.

May God’s rich and abundant grace be upon LTS and guide her every step along the way to another
100 years!
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Humble and Stronger!

Enoch Wong
Assistant Editor, Publication Department of LTS

Oliva, Enoch, Shuk Hing & Mawi Vanro, 3 June 2011

“What doesn't kill you makes you stronger, stand a little taller... what doesn'’t kill you makes you fighter, footsteps

even lighter...”

'The lyric comes from a song “Stronger” by American pop singer Kelly Clarkson who is also a Christian.
It not only encourages the disheartened ones amid global financial turmoil, but also prompts me to reflect
what LTS had gone through before her Centennial birthday in a tribulation which finally nourished her

and made her stronger than ever.

When I witnessed devoted students, alumni, teachers and staft praying humbly and pleading to God
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for forgiveness, mercy and holy cleansing in bracing for the tribulation, my heart was touched. When
God-revering students and alumni who were being occupied by study and work spent extra efforts to care
for the LTS and organized prayer groups to lift up LTS, they won my salute. They are like spiritual pillars
of the seminary and their love moved by Jesus is an invaluable Centennial birthday gift to the seminary.
When answers were not enough to explain why the unexpected trial happened ahead of the Centennial

Celebration, there is still Jesus who shepherds the seminary. LTS is really blessed!

LTS leaders caught my attention too as they had tried to do their best to uphold the truth and to accept
humbly and publicly constructive corrections with self-control, no matter how provocative and unfair
were the remarks they had received. Their spiritual courage strengthened by our Lord is a priceless asset
of LTS which could keep the seminary moving forward. Though wrinkles resulting from the half-year
challenge accumulated on their faces, these natural scars are only historical reminders telling that their

efforts were not in vain. Their endurance and quality earn my respect!

Thank God for providing me an opportunity to serve at the LTS! Praise God for granting me with
wisdom to observe the beauty in everything of the seminary. I learnt a lot from whole-hearted prayer of
Ms Ruth Sun, lovely care of Mrs Po-chu Groenvold, straightforward kindness of Dr Peter Li, meticulous
academic attitude of Dr Pilgrim Lo, together with caution and openness of President Dr Simon Chow.

Thank God for surrounding me by a circle composed of some special students, alumni and former

colleagues of LTS (like Grace and Shuk-hing). Thank God for LTS!!
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