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Walking in Each
Other’s Shoes

Gabriele Hoerschelmann
Director of Mission OneWorld

It must have been in the Eighties of the last
century, when a young student of Theology from
Hong Kong, together with his wife arrived in the
small town Neuendettelsau in Bavaria, Germany.
Both of them were full of hope and expectations
but also worries. The young man was expected
to register at the Augustana Hochschule as a
doctoral student in the subject Old Testament.
Writing a doctoral thesis is a big endeavour. Not
many are able to accomplish it. But writing a
doctoral thesis in a foreign language in a foreign
country is a huge adventure. Neuendettelsau
is a perfect place for such an adventure. Small
enough not to be distracted too much, but with
a good theological library and a welcoming

student’s community. Last but not the least
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you can find in Neuendettelsau the Mission Organisation of the
Lutheran Church in Bavaria, which is today known as Mission
OneWorld. Mission OneWorld helped now and then to make the
connections, found the scholarships and cared for the wellbeing
of scholars and doctoral students from all over the world coming
to this small town in Bavaria. The young doctoral student and
his wife learned to find their way in this new environment: They
learned to speak, to write and to read German. He managed to find
the relevant literature for his thesis. He found out how the library
works. They both made new friends. They travelled on the Lohe-
Express to see other parts of Germany. They enjoyed German
Bratwurst, Klof3e and Rouladen other strange food and overall they
learned the German way of life: Being accurate and mostly in time.
The young student succeeded! He accomplished his doctoral thesis
and graduated. And by the way: the family grew, too. Two daughters
were born in Neuendettelsau. What a fruitful time in their life!

In the year 2004 another young family moved in the other
direction: From Neuendettelsau, the small town in Bavaria to
the Asian Mega City Hong Kong. They had two small children
already. One three year old boy and a little newborn girl. While
the mother was supposed to teach Practical Theology at the
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Shatin, the father looked
after the family. How lucky they were to be welcomed by an Old
Testament Professor who happened to have spent several years in
Neuendettelsau years before. He understood well what they needed

to grow into the life of the Seminary, the Evangelical-Lutheran
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Church in Hong Kong and into this vibrant city. He also taught
them to love Chinese food, to handle chopsticks and not to be
scared to drive a car in Kowloon. While the two young children
grew up in Hong Kong, the whole family completely fell in love
with this city and the wonderful Theological Seminary placed on
top of Tao Fung Shan.

What both families - German and the Hong Kong family -
learned, was to walk in the shoes of the people to whom they were
sent. They learned to understand their thinking and feeling and to
respect their values and traditions. They knew that Jesus Christ as
the brother of all Christians from all over the world walked beside
them and opened many doors for them. They learned to love their
host place as much as their home.

The young German family was my family. We would like to
give you, Nicholas our great thanks for all your accompaniment and
friendship throughout the years. Thank you for walking with us and
for sharing your experiences. Neuendettelsau will be always happy
to welcome you and your family home. How lucky are we to have

two places in this world to call our home!
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72 2% Whybray, The Intellectual Tradition in the Old Testament, p.58, McKane,
Proverbs, 289 °
73 2% Ploger, Spriche Solomos (Proverbia) |, p. 32 °
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74 Whybray, The Intellectual Tradition in the Old Testament, p. 60.
75 £ & Whybray, The Intellectual Tradition in the Old Testament, McKane, Proverbs;
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81 £ %& McKane, Proverbs, pp.327-328 » G. Liedke, Gestalt und Bezeichnung
alttestamentlicher Rechtssédtze WMANT 39 (Neukirchen: Neukirchener
Verlag, 1971) , pp.187-200.
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82 W. McKane, Proverbs, p. 360. Roland E. Murphy, Wisdom Literature: Job,
Proverbs, Ruth, Canticles, Ecclesiastes, and Esther The FOTL Vol. Xl (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981) , pp. 54-55. Helmer Ringgren, Spriiche ATD
16/1 (Gottingen: Verlag von Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1962) , p. 43. R. N.
Whybray, Proverbs NCBC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994), p. 141.
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The Function of
Educational Vocabularies

in Proverbs,
Chapters 1-9 (Abstract)

Nicholas H. F. Tai

Associate Professor of Old Testament
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Hong Kong

The debate about whether there were schools in ancient Israel
is still being carried on. Scholars in the 1990's tried to bring the
discussion on what would have been taught in the “schools,” and
education in ancient Israel as a whole, a step further. With this
background in mind, the author tries to focus on the vocabularies of
education used in Proverbs, especially in Chapters 1-9. He identifies
ten vocabularies, which are frequently used in Proverbs, tries to
discover the function of these words, and then compares the usage
of the words between Proverbs 1-9 and 10-31. He concludes that
the educational vocabularies used in Proverbs 1-9 are different from
Proverbs 10-31 at several points:

Firstly, while the usage of the vocabularies in Proverbs 10-
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31 are in concrete situations, but in Proverbs 1-9 the words are
overwhelmingly used in the introductory parts of the Instructions. In
these introductory parts, the importance of listening to the teaching
of parents is emphasized.

Secondly, the meaning of some vocabularies in the two parts of
Proverbs is sometimes quite different. For instance, the Hebrew word
mnma, which is translated as “prudence” in Proverbs 1-9, is a positive
virtue. But it is used in Proverbs 10ff in a negative sense.

Thirdly, the usage of the teaching vocabularies in Proverbs
1-9 serves the purpose of the definition and goal of education, in
order to advise the readers to accept the teaching. Therefore, these

vocabularies serve an ideological purpose.

Tai, Nicholas, “The Function of Educational Vocabularies in
Proverbs, Chapters 1-9.” Theology & Life 24 (2001):13-40. Article in
Chinese. (Abstract)
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oo MM EEEL - A TUNERITER [ A | SERER > CAAR

1 2% Jorg Jeremias, “Neuere Tendenzen der Forschung an den kleinen Propheten”
7 Martinez F. Garcia/Noort, E. ( #% ) Perspectives in the Study of the Old Testa-
ment and Early Judaism, FS A. S. van der Woude, VTS 73, (Leiden: Brill, 1998) °
5 £ & Odil Hannes Steck, Der AbschiuB3 der Prophetie im Alten Testament, Ein
Versuch zur Frage der Vorgeschichte des Kanons, Biblisch-Theologische Studien
17, (Neukirchen: Neukirchner Verlag, 1991) ° James D. Nogalski, Literary Precur-
sors to the Book of the Twelve, BZAW 217, (Berlin/New York: De Gruyter, 1993) ©
James D. Nogalski, Redactional Processes in the Book of the Twelve, BZAW 218,
(Berlin/New York: De Gruyter, 1993) ° James W. Watts, & Paul R. House, ( % )
Forming Prophetic Literature, Essays on Isaiah and the Twelve in Honor of John D.
W. Watts, JSOT Sup 235, (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1996) ° James D.
Nogalski, & Marvin A. Sweeney, (#%) Reading and Hearing the Book of the Twelve,
(Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2000) ©



108

BA N o AR AR
(=8 RES AR/

[7] {4 B 4% (corpus) 3 o Bl 4« HEFIK T (J. Jeremias) A 77 11
Feth o A /N B T R S R AR A A — o DL T A
PG ~ B[ F] ~ (Hosea-Amos corpus) ~ —fRIMUAS H B o 17 822 4
JE AT RE (J. Nogalski) * FIHUER (A. Schart) * #8 [ 87 |+ /e
R B — AERRG - IE A N F RS KRR A o
FEA T ATEE [ ELA I E B A G | (Joel-related layer) >
VER A T /N s W F R E B o iR R A EE T+ /)
516 0 45 46 1) SC B 3 8l (Literary Anchor) » i K 3040 (8 /) 5 Jin 5
R T 4 A AE — 2 > ek hn b & s A0 o F 5 e L 2= 4

s BT NN ST T ARG o R TV I F T B
WA BT — SEARIR] - R R S R A T TN R E R
H)EEMIGHREDE o JZEE (P. Redditt) 75 » S5 M3k K BE5E
BB TN E Y OB TR 5 AR T RS [ R R A

2 Jorg Jeremias, “Die Anfange des Dodekapropheton: Hosea und Amos”, &,
Hosea und Amos: Studien zu den Anféngen des Dodekapropheton, (Tubingen:
Mohr & Siebeck, 1996) , 34-54 ° £ Aaron Schart, “Reconstructing the Redaction
History of the Twelve Prophets: Problems and Models” & James D. Nogalski, &
Marvin A. Sweeney, (#%) Reading and Hearing the Book of the Twelve, (Atlanta:
2000), B 44 °

3 £ James D. Nogalski, Redactional Processes in the Book of the Twelve,
BZAW 218, (Berlin/New York: De Gruyter, 1993)

4 2 Aaron Schart, Die Enstehung des Zwdlforophetenbuchs: Neubearbeitungen
von Amos im Rahmen schriftibergreifender Redaktionsprozesse, BZAW 260,
(Berlin/ New York: De Gruyter, 1998) °
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5 Paul Redditt, “The Formation of the Book of the Twelve” & Society of Biblical
Literature 2001 Seminar Papers, (Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature
2001), H 79

6 2 John D. W. Watts, “A Frame for the Book of the Twelve: Hosea 1-3 and
Malachi”, # James D. Nogalski, & Marvin A. Sweeney, (#&) Reading and
Hearing the Book of the Twelve, (Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature,
2000), B 209-217 »
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o 1 IR Je RS B e R A e G S I 2 Y A O ) o
JUEAPUE LT AR o FL o 2T & E
FIR AR BT P T Y P e VA — 10 b
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7 [k B209-

8 [EL:'B210°

9 [A_E ' ‘the poles around which groups of new literature developed’ °

10 £ Paul R. House, The Unity of the Twelve, Bible and Literature Series 27: JSSOT
Supplement 97, (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1990), B 108 ° Terence
Collins, The Mantle of Elijah: The Redaction Criticism of the Prophetical Books,
The Biblical Seminar 20, (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1993) + B 81 °
David L. Petersen, Zechariah 9-14 and Malachi, (Louisville: Westminster John
Knox Press, 1995) + B 167 ° Aaron Schart, “Reconstructing the Redaction
History of the Twelve Prophets: Problems and Models” & James D. Nogalski, &
Marvin A. Sweeney (#7) - RlE - B 39°

11 2@N15:+—1-4: M3 4°
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12 2 Henning Graf Reventlow, Die Propheten Haggai, Sacharja und Maleachi
(Das Alte Testament Deutsch 25/2), (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
1993) » B 160 °
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13 Jorg Jeremias, Der Prophet Hosea, (Das Alte Testament Deutsch 24/1),
(Gettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1983) » & 95 °
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15 £ Jorg Jeremias, “Neutere Tendenzen der Forschung an den kleinen
Propheten” & F. Garcia Martinez, / E. Noort, (43 ) Perspectives in the Study of
the Old Testament and Early Judaism, Vestum Testamentum Supplement 73,
(Leiden: Brill, 1998) * & 135 °
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16 Nicholas H. F. Tai, Prophetie als Schriftauslegung in Sacharja 9-14. Traditions-und
kompositionsgeschichtliche Studien, Calwer Theologische Monographien 17,
(Stuttgart: Calwr Verlag,1996) © B 264 °

17 Hans Walter Wolff, Joel and Amos, (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1975), B
77 °
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The End of the Book

of Twelve: Reading with
Zechariah 12-14 and
Joel 3 (Abstract)

Nicholas H. F. Tai

Professor of Old Testament

Lutheran Theological Seminary, Hong Kong

The redaction of the Book of the Twelve Minor Prophets in the
Hebrew Bible has been a hot issue lately. The author of this paper
follows the discussion proposed by John Watts, who tried to argue
that there was a "frame" for the Book of the Twelve, 1.e. Hos 1-3 and
Malachi. The present author proposed that Hosea and Malachi serve
as the beginning and the end of the Book of Twelve and the second

step of the symmetry will be Joel and Zech 9-14.

Tai, Nicholas, “The End of the Book of Twelve: Reading with
Zechariah 12-14 and Joel 3” Theology & Life 27 (2004):61-74.
Article in Chinese. (Abstract)
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Cry for Help and
the Social Role of
the People of God (Abstract)

Nicholas H. F. Tai

Professor of Old Testament

Lutheran Theological Seminary, Hong Kong

Recently, Christians have been active in social and political
issues especially for the benefit of the disadvantaged in Hong
Kong. There is an important concept in the Old Testament, py1/pyx
(cry), which helps us to shape our role on this issue. Although there
used to be a scholarly consensus in the past, to consider this word
as an ancient German institution of “Zeterruf", it was rejected by
recent scholarship. However, it does not mean that the word has no
reference to a social or a similar kind of institution. The majority of
scholars considered the overall usage of the word to be concerning
how God reacts to the cry of His people. In some instances the word

was formulated in social and legal writings and the people of Israel



144

A L
BRI 24

were expected to react to the cry of the disadvantaged in society. The
present article discusses these usages in social and legal writings
in order to evaluate the overall possibility of such an institution in

ancient Israel.

Tai, Nicholas, “Cry for Help and the Social Role of the People of
God” Theology & Life 36 (2013):31-39. Article in Chinese. (Abstract)
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The 103rd Founders’ Day
of LTS

Nicholas H. F. Tai

We were blessed with a beautiful morning on Friday, the 25th
of November, when we started our Founders’ Day service beside
the fishpond of the seminary. We paid tribute to our late president
Dr. Andrew Hsiao, who had vision when he faced the challenge and
the pressure from the government to build a highway through the
old campus that would eventually tear the seminary apart. God was
faithful to His servant and the new campus of LTS was built in 1992.
God be praised!

I don’t remember how many Founders’ Days I have celebrated.
But I do know that whenever we faced challenges and pressures
or even hardship, God provided a new way for us. From the very
beginning, the seminary faced the hardship of Japanese invasion and
had to move to Sichuan. In 1948, during the fierce fighting of civil
war, the seminary decided to move to Hong Kong and hoped that

one day they could move back to Shekou. But after seven years of
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sojourning in Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre, the seminary decided
to buy a permanent place in Shatin in order to continue to equip
God’s servants. Dr. Hsiao decided to move on to Tao Fong Shan
again in 1985 when the pressure of building a highway through our
campus came. God provided again!

As we celebrate God’s faithfulness to us, we are still facing
problems. This time the second generation of professors (those
who moved from China were the first generation), who were raised
in Hong Kong, are going to retire. We need the third generation of
professors and administrators for the new challenges ahead of us.
But we have experienced God’s faithfulness in the past and I am sure
that He will provide. With this assurance in heart, we experienced a

wonderful Founders’ Day on November 25, and God be praised.

2016 Christmas {LTS News) (no. 94)
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Social Responsibility,

Politics and the Church —
A Lutheran Point of View

Nicholas H. F. Tai

The Hong Kong churches are facing tremendous challenges
in this post-colonial era. Under the Special Administration Region,
Hong Kong is part of China but at the same time the voices for
keeping our way of life and more democracy are ever increasing.
How are the churches in Hong Kong reacting to these challenges?
Most Hong Kong churches are related to evangelicals. They hold
a certain model in their relationship to social responsibility and
politics, the so called “separation of Church and State.” But what
does this mean?

For most Chinese Evangelicals, politics is not a matter for
the Church. The Church cares nothing about this worldly business.
Politics is dirty and sometimes demonic. Spiritual persons should
not be contaminated through involvement in political affairs. In

looking at it from another perspective, some Christians contend that
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politics and the worldly power of government are autonomous and
independent of the Church. It is not the business of the Church and
therefore, the Church should not interfere in the political activities of
the Government. This was the position of the Deutsche Christen in
the Nazi German era and also the position of many of the churches in
USA during the Iraqi war.

Of course there are other churches which have adopted other
models. For Anglicans and Lutherans in Scandinavian countries, the
Church is subordinate to worldly power, a “Constantinian model”, in
which the Church benefits from the worldly power but is also under
her control. For Roman Catholics, the Reformed tradition, and some
radicals (for instance Thomas Miintzer), in the course of history,
they tend to hold that the Church has both spiritual and worldly
power.

How about the Hong Kong Lutherans, how do we relate to
this issue? The Lutherans have given the impression that they are
politically conservative or even apathetic. From the sixteenth century
onwards the Lutheran Churches have been upheld by territorial
overlords and have enjoyed their protection. We Hong Kong
Lutherans have a different political situation, how are we dealing
with it? In the colonial past, the Hong Kong Lutheran Churches
have played an important role in social service, education and public

health care.
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Social Responsibility, Politics and the Church — A Lutheran Point of View

The Church should continue to reflect on her engagement in
social responsibility. It is also the duty of the Lutheran Theological
Seminary (LTS) to carefully consider and enable the Church to
reemphasize the diaconal aspect of Mission in this society. Therefore,
LTS has started a new program, the “Master of Arts in Diakonia”.

Concerning politics, the Hong Kong Lutheran Churches are
mostly influenced by the so called “separation of Church and State”.
But we should reconsider our political theology. Luther’s distinction
of the two regiments of God is still an important contribution to
Hong Kong Lutherans and indeed, to the Christian Church as
whole. We Lutherans should be aware of how easily we mix up the
distinction between law and gospel as well as the crucial distinction
between God’s everlasting Kingdom of preaching the Gospel and
the worldly temporal “kingdom” (authority). On the other hand,
we Hong Kong Lutherans tend to become apathetic to politics.
We know that God rules the world through two regiments, and we
are especially mindful of the importance of preaching the Gospel
and administering the sacrament, through which heavenly grace
is bestowed upon the children of God. But at the same time we
must not neglect the fact that we are all called by God to serve our
neighbor through our occupations and roles.

As Lutherans we should be aware of how our Lutheran teaching

was distorted in the past, especially during the Nazi German era. It is
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the duty of the Christian to get involved in politics in order to speak
up for the speechless and to protect the unprotected but at the same
time not to be involved in politics for the sake of wielding power or

receiving personal political gain.

2012 Autumn {LTS News) (no. 82)
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Nicholas Tai:
An Eternal Presence
in Our Community

Francis Borchardt Associate Professor of Old Testament
Lutheran Theological Seminary,
Hong Kong

In ancient Jewish literature, there is a tradition of great scribes,
sages, and priests who are imagined as teachers of the people at some
point in history, but who go on to have legacies as eternal teachers
and scribes long after they are presumed to have been active. Figures
like Enoch, Moses, Solomon, Baruch, Daniel, and Ezra all fit this
mold. They are all imagined to be eternal sources of revelation and
knowledge for the people of Israel. Their biographies are so closely
linked with that of the Jewish people, that no period of the community’s
existence is untouched by their aura. Whether they are spoken of as
filled with practical wisdom or as mediators of divine speech, their
existence and value to the Jewish community perennially continues
long after their physical presence is supposed to have ceased. They
are embodiments of the ancestral legacy and paradigms for present
and future members of the community to follow. By this means,
the great scribes, sages, and priests are often reproduced through

their disciples, who consciously form themselves in their image.
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It strikes me that Nicholas Tai is such a figure within the
community of Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS). Since first
coming to study at LTS in the 1970s, Nicholas Tai has nearly
always been part of LTS. He was twice a student, then a faculty
member, and eventually became an administrator. Even when he
served as Bishop of the ELCHK, he still managed to teach classes
and maintain an active presence in the community. It can truly be
said that if you have been part of LTS for the past 40+ years, you
have had some contact with Nicholas Tai, and you have certainly
been affected by his work with the school.

My own experience of LTS is part of this story. When I first
encountered Nicholas, he was well into his career at LTS. In 2011,
my first year on the faculty, he had already returned from serving
as Bishop. He had already held roles at LTS as Vice President and
acting President, and had long since been elevated to the rank of
full professor. He was introduced to me as one of two of my senior
colleagues in Old Testament/Hebrew Bible. From the beginning,
Nicholas was a welcoming and congenial co-worker, who was eager
to share his knowledge about the Old Testament to students, church
members, and colleagues alike. His place as a senior voice in the
community of Old Testament scholars both at LTS and in Hong
Kong was already secured.

After this initial introduction Nicholas Tai and I have continued
to work together for ten years. This has not solely occurred in the

context of planning Old Testament classes, presiding over the Old
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Testament colloquium, and working together to rewrite the Old
Testament curriculum. Nicholas Tai served as Dean of Studies and
later Vice President for much of the period. In addition, we worked
on a number of standing committees together. These have included
the Advanced Studies and Research Committee, the Curriculum
Review Committee, and the Library Committee. Throughout this
experience | have gotten a chance to learn from Nicholas both as a
scholar and administrator. Nicholas’ broad influence over the LTS
community can easily be seen in just how many distinct areas he and
I have interacted in my short career here.

One of the most prominent ways I have witnessed Nicholas’
influence is in his scholarship. Nicholas Tai’s Old Testament
scholarship has remained consistently informed by his doctoral
training at Ludwig Maximilians Universitdt in Miinchen,
Germany. In his commitment to the historical-critical approaches
developed and cultivated by philologists of the late 19th and early
20th centuries, Nicholas Tai’s research is at home among many
contemporary peers educated within this system. Although many
other colleagues around the world have moved away from the types
of questions posed by this model of Old Testament scholarship,
many, even most, German-educated researchers have continued to
value its perspective and insights. In his work on the prophetic books
of the Old Testament, Nicholas has featured these types of historical-
critical questions, and thereby uncovered some interesting aspects

of the development of these texts within the context of ancient
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Israelite religions. Moreover, by focusing on the Old Testament
prophets, Nicholas Tai has continued one of the legacies of his
own Doktorvater, Jorg Jeremias. This thorough connection to the
type of scholarship done by Old Testament researchers at Ludwig
Maximilians Universitdt has made Nicholas stand out both at LTS
and within the scholarly community in Hong Kong, where most
peers in Old Testament studied elsewhere in Europe, North America,
or Asia. This has meant that Nicholas Tai’s voice is relatively unique
and important in certain discussions about the Old Testament.

Over the years, I have also observed how Nicholas Tai has been
influential as an academic advisor for MTh and DTh students in the
field of Old Testament. In this capacity he has both shared his model
of scholarship with his advisees, and guided them in the discovery
of their own interests. [ have seen how Nicholas’ advisees are
routinely encouraged by his support and feel empowered to complete
their theses and dissertations in ways that stimulate them and fulfill
their research goals. These advisees include pastors, professors of
other institutions in South East Asia, and even LTS’ own faculty
in development. Through this scholarly mentorship, Nicholas has
successfully reproduced himself for future generations of LTS.

Unfortunately, I have not had the opportunity to see Nicholas
Tai in action as a teacher, because I do not speak Cantonese or
Mandarin, and most of Nicholas’ classes are taught in one or the
other Chinese language. But, I do know that he has a profound

affect even on the students outside of the advanced studies program.
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Throughout my time at LTS, many students have come to me after
taking courses with Nicholas. Very often they are very well informed
and are well-equipped with knowledge about figures and events in
the Bible. In addition, even though I have taught Hebrew for much
of the time I have been at LTS, many of my students have enjoyed
learning Hebrew songs with Nicholas. These are lessons he freely
offers as an extracurricular activity. This shows the dedication
Nicholas has for his students, and the many ways that his legacy
reaches all parts of the LTS community.

One final way in which Nicholas Tai’s impact on LTS will
continue to be felt long after his retirement is through the physical
artifacts he leaves behind as an administrator. As Vice President,
he has overseen a massive beautification and renovation project at
LTS. Many classrooms have been upgraded with new technology
and higher quality fittings on his watch. The entire campus has
been cleaned and repainted. And perhaps most important of all,
solar panels have been installed around campus, leading LTS on a
path toward energy independence in the future. These are all long-
lasting aspects of campus life that future generations of students,
faculty, and staff will be able to enjoy. In this sense, Nicholas Tai’s
legacy for LTS is truly inescapable. No matter through the future
faculty, the students, or the grounds, his impact will be felt for
generations to come. LTS has been lucky to have him as one of its

great luminaries.
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Tjeerd de Boer Dean of Education at Foundation Academy
of Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Kathleen Ferrier 2002-2012 Member of the
Parliament, the Netherlands

In many ways the Lutheran Theological Seminary is a
unique place: the amazing location, on top of Tao Fong Shan, the
architecture, beautifully constructed around the pond and the column
with this prophetic text from Isaiah 43: 19, “I am about to do a new
thing!” That long and winding road, passing by the wall with the
Beatitudes at one side and the 121 (“I lift up my eyes to the hills -
from where will my help come?”, Psalm 121:1) steps of the stairs to
the monumental cross.

But for us most unique at LTS is the multicultural,
multidenominational composition of its learning community: faculty,
staff and students, Lutheran by foundation, Hong Kong by location.
LTS is a true meeting place for Christians from all over the world.

Local bachelor and doctoral students along with master and
doctoral students from Mainland China and Myanmar and other
countries in South-East Asia, and foreign exchange students. An

international faculty with members from Hong Kong, from Europe,
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from the USA. Multilingual classes and morning prayers, tireless
efforts to understand each other, through simultaneous translations.
International family gatherings and outings. At LTS doing theology
becomes a real inter-contextual dynamics of teaching and learning.

In this unique environment, Nicholas Tai has played an
important role in the process of mutual contextualization. We learned
so much from him, regarding the Chinese context of Hong Kong,
the Confucian wisdom and Christian identity. He taught us about the
importance of the encounter of different traditions and cultures, he
shared personal experiences, as we heard impressive stories from our
LTS friends, colleagues and students, many of them Christians born
in non-Christian families, often the first ones in knowing Christ. We
learned new aspects of the complicated relation between (traditional)
culture and Christian faith, mirroring our own background in the
secularizing West. We saw new perspectives on the challenges
many people in Asia face as religious and/or ethnic and/or political
minorities.

We learned also a lot about the history of church and society
in Hong Kong and its meaningful presence in all sectors of public
space, in education and health care, in social work. With reason
Nicholas wrote about how the concept of cry (za’aq and tsa’aq
in Hebrew) in the Old Testament helps us to shape our role as
Christians in social and political issues especially for the benefit of
the disadvantaged, in Hong Kong — or wherever.

In Hong Kong churches are concretely involved in mission and
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diakonia, are reacting to the cry of the disadvantaged in society (Cf.
Theology and Life, Exploring Bible, Church and Life, Centennial
Festschrift 36 (2013), page 39). We congratulate Nicholas with the
publication of his great book and commentary on Ezekiel, which
surely equips believers to serve the Lord, learning from the prophet
how to answer God’s call.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hong Kong is an ...

In its long history of relations with missions and churches
from so many different countries LTS embodies the intrinsically
fundamental entanglement between church and seminary, between
Christian education and theological education, between ministry
and mission, and what faith means in daily life. This is exactly
what Nicholas Tai personalizes, and he does so as a professor,
scholar and teacher, in Old Testament Studies, with his fluency in
Hebrew and German, his dedication to the wisdom literature, and his
enthusiastically writing on a commentary on Ezekiel. He does so as
a church leader and bishop, educator in ministry, Christian leadership
and church administration, involved in theological education by
extension, bringing the seminary to the city, to the people, by public
lectures.

Another aspect of Nicholas’ personality that we will never
forget is his commitment. For example to the biannual Walkathons,
as a major LTS fundraising event with high goals, such as raising
money to be able to establish an optical fiver internet connection (as

an effective answer to students’ complaints. Or the maintenance and
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repair of the LTS infrastructure (together with Mrs. Tai), and more
recently the installation of a solar panel power system (to support the
usage of renewable energy for environment protection!). And then
there is Nicholas’ very creative initiative, a commitment to share
the Scriptures as wide as possible, expressed in the bilingual app
based on the Christian Watchwords, the Daily Texts provided by the
Moravian Church. A globally shared tradition, with which we are
familiar because of our affiliation with the Moravian congregations
in Suriname and the Netherlands. The Be’Emuna app offered rich
material for inspiration, reflection and prayer.

We also saw his faculty commitment, at all the Happy Hours
celebrated on Thursday afternoons, as moments of recreation
and collegial sharing with homemade snacks and delicacies. We
remember his commitment at all social events, afternoons and
evenings, organized by the students association, on the occasion of
Chinese New Year or Mid-Autumn Festival. On the faculty trips we
made together, to Indonesia and Cambodia and Laos, to Heilongjiang
and Fujian provinces in China.

His very musical commitment, playing the guitar and singing
(and teaching) Hebrew songs. His sportive commitment, doing
exercise, swimming and hiking, and the example he gives by
doing so, of what real inclusiveness can look like. His very family
commitment, as proud father at the festive wedding of his eldest
daughter celebrated in the LTS chapel. We will never forget. His

very hospitable commitment, remembering his welcoming words
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and participation in the memorable conference of the International
Reformed Theological Institute (IRTI) at LTS in July 2017.

From its foundation in 1913 in Shekow, China (close to
Wuhan, Hubei), LTS brought churches together, from the USA, from
Germany and the Scandinavian countries, preparing local Christians
for the pastoral ministry, indigenizing theology during the more than
hundred year of its existence. Nicholas and his episcopal successors
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong represent,
together with the other founding denominations of LTS, the
ecumenical openness to receive and stimulate all church members
interested in theological studies.

LTS is still bringing churches together, local and international
churches in Hong Kong, in the region and worldwide. We
are grateful that also our church, the Protestant Church in the
Netherlands, and our mission department, Kerk in Actie (Church in
Action) recognizes LTS as this unique bridge between continents,
countries, churches and people.

We wish Nicholas and his family all the best and blessings in
this new phase of life.

We will absolutely keep in touch!



253

A Good and
Faithful Servant of God

Theodore Zimmerman Faculty Emeritus
Lutheran Theological Seminary,
Hong Kong

They say all people are created equal, and while that may be
true in the sense that all people have equal value, it is one of the joys
of life that all people are not the same. The profound differences
between us, the wide diversity of human beings, enriches the lives
of those with open eyes. Some people live restricted, closed-in lives,
caught in limited geographical and intellectual spheres, while others
venture out to live rich, expansive lives, lives that also enrich those
with whom they interact.

Rev. Dr. Nicholas Tai is someone who is squarely in the second
category of people; he is someone who lives life to the full, who has
challenged himself and then lived up to those challenges in every
way. Dr. Tai’s zest for life and for learning has at least two results.
First, it makes him an extremely interesting person whose sparkling
intelligence makes it a joy to spend time with him. And second, that
same wide-ranging scope of gifts and interests make writing about
him with any brevity or focus a real challenge.

As a colleague of Dr. Tai for 21 years, I fondly recall often
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being amazed at his ability to switch back and forth seamlessly
between fluent Cantonese, Mandarin, English, German and Hebrew.
Conversation would range over a wide variety of topics as well,
from history to botany and beyond, and Dr. Tai would know a great
deal about any number of these matters. His erudition is impressive,
but so is the case with which he expresses it. Effortlessly, it seems,
Dr. Tai can converse knowledgeably about a wide variety, a rich
cornucopia, of subjects.

I saw Dr. Tai in the roles of husband, father, friend, colleague,
musician, pastor, scholar, professor, and bishop of the church, and he
excelled in all of them. Perhaps the single overriding theme is that he
is a teacher at heart, someone who soaks up knowledge like a sponge
in order to then excites others about it for their benefit. He is always
quick to share his knowledge while also eager to learn.

This gift for teaching serves Dr. Tai well as an Old Testament
scholar and professor. It means that he can breathe life into subjects
that might otherwise seem dry and lifeless, so students can better
engage with the biblical text and context in dynamic, meaningful
ways. Whether he is teaching a class, giving a formal public lecture
on the Pentateuch, the Psalms, or one of the prophets, or playing his
guitar and leading students in song to help to teach Hebrew, Dr. Tai
captures the interest and holds the attention of his audience. As Dean
of Studies for several years, I always had to make sure to schedule
Dr. Tai’s classes in the larger lecture halls because so many students

wanted to take his courses.
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Perhaps because of his roles as pastor and bishop, Dr. Tai’s
scholarship is not only “academic,” but very practical as well. He
speaks to the church, and to Christians in their daily walk of faith.
In his preaching and teaching he brings out the Gospel in the Old
Testament texts, helping people see God’s love and God’s living
Word in ways they can hear and understand. So, Dr. Tai is effective
and caring in personal counseling situations as well. Far from being
the stereotypical distant, haughty, absent-minded professor, Dr. Tai is
personable and approachable by students and church members alike.
Dr. Tai also has a gift for effective administration honed by years of
leadership in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong and at
the Lutheran Theological Seminary. He has served both institutions
faithfully and fruitfully for many years.

As a missionary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
I was privileged to observe Dr. Tai deal with some of the contrasts
between the church in Hong Kong and churches in Europe and the
United States. Over the years there were a few clear differences of
interpretation and culture that could have led to clashes and conflicts.
Dr. Tai adroitly, I thought, managed to negotiate those rapids with skill
and tact, standing firmly by his interpretation while also acknowledging
the differences and not letting them endanger the relationship between
the churches. Theology and biblical interpretation have local and
cultural dimensions that must be taken seriously, which is not always
an easy task. Dr. Tai’s firm grasp of both Western, and specifically

German, theology and biblical studies give him the foundation also
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to stand up as an effective advocate for a more specifically Asian and
Chinese interpretation of the Bible, and understanding of Christian life.

At the core of philosophical hermeneutics is the recognition that
we each understand and interpret things from a specific viewpoint. We
are always limited in what we can know and how we can understand
things. Everything we know or understand is filtered through our
culture, our experiences, our backgrounds, and our language, which
all play important roles in shaping how we interpret life itself, as well
as faith and the biblical imperative. Thus, we must not only interpret
the Bible, but we must also interpret other people and other cultures
if we are successfully to interact with them. Dr. Tai is not only fluent
in many languages, but he has also had experience with several
different cultures. While this does not mean he agrees with all aspects
of other cultures, it does mean that he can better understand them
and work with people from these other cultures despite differences.

In biblical scholarship and in interchurch relationships, these
differences in interpretation can become problems that shut off
communication and build walls between people. What is needed is
effective, empathetic, and informed conversation among scholars and
leaders to build bridges instead of walls. It was gratifying to see Dr.
Tai effectively do that both as bishop and as a leader of the seminary.
Frequent meetings with church leaders and visiting scholars from
many parts of the world were enriched by Dr. Tai’s leadership and
community-building style of accepting and understanding differences

while at the same time effectively communicating his own point of view.
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The Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS) is an ecumenically,
ethnically, and culturally diverse institution requiring great skill to
hold all the different groups together. Students come from various
parts of South East Asia and beyond, using English as their medium
of instruction and communication with each other. Since he lives on
campus, Dr. Tai is always available to the students and takes active
part in the many student activities in the dormitory, and he is well-
loved by all the students, wherever they come from. I can still hear
his strong singing voice soaring over the voices of the students as he
leads them with his guitar. During these festive occasions, Dr. Tai
is a great role model for other faculty members in fostering warm
community among students, staff, and faculty.

It has been a great privilege for me to know and work with Dr.
Nicholas Tai as a colleague at the seminary and in the church for 21
years. | admire him as a person and friend and happily recall many
enjoyable times shared with him in the seminary faculty lounge, at
student and faculty retreats on Cheung Chau Island, on faculty trips,
and at church meetings and dinners.

When [ think of Nicholas Tai, I cannot help but also think of
Acts 26:24, where the Apostle Paul makes his defense before Festus
and King Agrippa, and Festus declares, “You are out of your mind,
Paul! Too much learning is driving you insane!” Except that Paul was
decidedly not out of his mind, and nor is Dr. Tai. I think of this passage
in Acts in relation to Dr. Tai simply because, like Paul, he is possessed

of great learning. And, just like the Apostle Paul, Dr. Nicholas Tai is a
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“good and faithful servant” of God, of the seminary, and of the church,
as in Jesus’ Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25. The Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Hong Kong, the Lutheran Theological Seminary,
and countless individuals like myself have been richly blessed by the
talented, faithful service of Dr. Nicholas Tai.

I wish Nicholas and Candy Tai a rich, fruitful, enjoyable, and
long retirement. May God continue to bless them and their family in

the coming years.
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Why the World
Doesn’t Need Superman

Yan Yu M.Th. Student (OT),

Lutheran Theological Seminary, Hong Kong

The Superman fans amongst us would recognise that this is the
title of Lois Lane’s article on the Daily Planet during Superman’s
absence from Earth. If you consider this title too random for the
occasion, my husband is the one to blame. When asked what I have
been telling him about Professor Tai, he answered: “...that he is like
Superman”.

Some have attributed our generation’s obsession with Marvel
and DC movies to the lack of real heroes. When the world is thrown
into chaos, as people lift their eyes to a Saviour, they often find none.
At the Seminary, we are taught, rightfully, that people are really
looking to us, and that we are called not only to proclaim the name
of Jesus, but also to be Jesus’ representatives, to stand with those in
need. We are taught this by the likes of Professor Tai — called by God
and dedicated his life to the preaching of the Word and the training
of workers for the harvest field, inspiring generations of Christian

leaders in Hong Kong and beyond to love and serve the Lord.
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As for myself, a member of the last class taught by Professor
Tai, graduating at the same time as his retirement, my first encounter
with him was during my first week. Professor Tai was teaching
“Introduction to Biblical Studies” that term. During the first half of
his first lesson, [ have noted some things about my new teacher:

1. He is strict. Professor Tai expected his students to read
twenty assigned Bible chapters and six chapters in the
assigned readings, to look up five listed theological terms,
and to answer three of his questions; all to be completed
before the next lesson.

2. His Hebrew is better than my Chinese. When referring to
various passages, he took out his Hebrew Bible and read
them aloud effortlessly.

3. Not paying attention in his class is a risky strategy. Without
warning, he would call on a student by name and ask for
their opinion on a given topic.

The conclusion: obtaining 3 credits from this professor will
be hard work. During break time, I quietly checked my course
requirements again, to see whether this class was mandatory — and
yes, it is. So, I quietly settled in for the second half.

What Professor Tai did not know was that, not only was I
unsure of my ability to get through his class, I was unsure if the
Seminary will work out for me at all. I was one of those students
who threw away all my books after receiving the final transcript

upon completing my MSc and vowed to never return to graduate
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school again. [ was serious about my vow: I did not even show up to
my own graduation.

But there I was, sitting in lecture room A316, hesitantly
“obeying my calling”. Towards the end of the lesson, Professor Tai
said to the class, “feel free to ask questions!” We were all excited.
One brave soul asked, “If God is good, why is there evil in the
world?” Though I don’t remember our teacher’s exact reply, I got
the impression that he was not only a great thinker but also open, not
defensive nor dismissive. This surprised me. After fourteen years of
Wall Street prior to the Seminary, I got used to the idea that the only
way to learn is to teach myself. People had no incentive to teach
newcomers, because information and knowledge is the edge to make
more money for oneself. In the Christian circle, on the other hand,
we were too polite to ask tough questions, and sometimes the only
people willing to share their views would also be the ones unwilling
to let you walk away without agreeing. But in Professor Tai’s class,
the atmosphere was welcoming and safe. Finding this haven meant a
great deal to me.

That was the beginning of my journey at the Seminary. Later
in the term, I accumulated more notes on my teacher: that he is a
powerful preacher, a renowned author and scholar, a great singer, and
he is always working. As I interacted with him more, I noticed that
he is exceptionally caring and approachable. The hesitant student
that I once was, started to enjoy learning, and ended up signing up

to Professor Tai’s classes every single term. I continued to ask him
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lots of questions, sometimes taking up too much of his time, but
thanks to his patience, I learnt a great deal. He taught us how to think
critically and probe methodically. After listening to him two hours a
week for two and a half years, Professor Tai is still coming up with
fresh things to share with us all in each of the lessons.

How does he do it? I think I cracked this mystery around a
year ago. When I borrowed one of Professor Tai’s books and started
to read, I noticed that, on almost all the pages, he had pencilled in
some notes. I realised that he had studied the scripture in its original
language, line by line, for its entirety, and likely more than once.
What might seem to us a superpower, was in fact an accumulation of
sheer hard work. This level of passion and dedication is infectious:
even though one must write 15,000 words of assignments and pass
an oral exam just to complete his class, we kept on signing up for
more!

Outside of the classroom, Professor Tai is also a great mentor
who is extremely sacrificial with his time. When we were learning
Hebrew, he organised weekly Hebrew singing sessions with us.
We later learnt that he had consistently done so over the years. He
generously gave his time to advise us on preaching and ministries.
He answers our questions on multiple communicational channels,
sometimes even correcting our biblical knowledge mistakes on our
Facebook posts!

So, to conclude. I am tempted to think, if it is true that the

world does not need Superman, it must be because of teachers like
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Professor Tai who inspires generations of students, enabling them
to go into the world and serve actively. Whereas in Superman's
absence, the world did not seem to need him, in Professor Tai's
absence from the campus, he will be sorely missed by us all. The
good news is that he has promised to come back to teach — which is
comforting to know, because, unlike the world with Superman, we
do need Professor Tai.

Finally, I would like to share a song with our dear teacher and
mentor on this special occasion:

“May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face. May the rain fall softly
on your fields, and until we meet again, may you keep safe in the
gentle loving arms of God. For everything there is a season, a time
for meeting, a time to say goodbye. In all things, God is near, always
guiding your way.”
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We would like to give you, Nicholas our great thanks for all your
accompaniment and friendship throughout the years. Thank you

for walking with us and for sharing your experiences.

Dr. Gabriele Hoerschelmann | Director of Mission OneWorld
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